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0CT 23 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director/intelligence
THROUGH s Assistant Director, Ressarch end Reports

SUBJECT: Teip Report of [N =:/co/n 25X1A9a
Alaska, 25 Septemter - 9 Ootober 195&

I. Purpese of Trip

A, To attend the Sevanth Alaska Sclence Conference held ip Junesu,
Alaska, 26-30 September 1956, for the purpose of contacting perscns
concasned with Alaskan and arctic probleme and through them and the
papers presented to lsarm of current lnvestigations on such problems.

B. To becoms acquaiuted with the govermmesntal offices in Juneau,
Fairbanks, and Anchorage and to distipguish between activities of
Federal aad Territorial sgencies,

C. To obtain information on programs and projects being coanducted
in the Territorial offlces; %o review similar work being doms in Pederal
offiues..

D, To visit the University of Alaske, including its Geophysical
Institute, in College Alaska.

E. To procure maps snd jublicatious of geographicel interest in all
pleces visited.

I1. Activitdes and Findinge

4. The Seventh Alaska Scisnce Confersnce was sponsored by bhe
Alaska Division, Americen Associaticn for the Advancement of Scieacs 3
the Alaska Section, Awerican Soclety of Civil Engineers 3 and tho Alaska
Chapter; Soclety of Mmexican Foresters. Technical sessions coversc a
wide range of topice in Sections on Agriculture, Anthropalogy, Biology,
Engineering, Fisheries, Foreriry, Geology and Geography, Geophyalos,
Medicine and Public Heelth, znd the Sociel Sclences.

B. Attendsnce at variocus sessions of the Conference was exiremely
worthwhils and informative. Representatives from sll branches of the
government in Alasks, as well as personnel from the University and many
private crgenizetions, wsre presant. The military bases in Alaska wors
well represented by sclentific personnel; and several papers 8lso ws:o
read by persons from military ressarch units in the United Stetes. .
Professional represeniaiives came from a wide variety of agencias sac AY
organizations in the United States and Cenada. QQ:\ (/
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C. Two field trips were conducted tc aress of geological and gec~
grapnical lnterest. The Merlenhell Glacier, terminsting within 10 miles
of Junsau, was of perticular interest and was observed from several
vantage polnts,

D. Within time limitations, govermmentel offices of periinence
were visited In Junesu, including:

The Alaske Resource Developusnt Board
The Northwsat-North America Project
Fish snd Wildlife Servics

Alasks Dapartmant of Mines

U.S, buresu of Mines Laboratory
Alaske. Historlcsl Library and Museum

B, Fairbanks and Anchorege were visited for 2§ dsys each. In
Fairbanks the Chief Topograpric Enginesr of ths U.S. Geologicel Survey
in Alasks was especially heipful. One full dey was spsnt at the
University of Alasks, 4 mlles outside Falrbsnks, and sevoral departmcat
Heads were consulted regarding programs and resesrch underway. I
Anchorage the Arctic Health Fessarch Laboratory was visited; in addition,
offlclals in the U.S. Public Health Service were conbacted regarding work
among the natives. Bookatores and librariss were visited ia both cltles.

III. Problegs or fionities

Ne significant problems or diffioulties were encountered dw-ing the
trip.

1V. Commiimenis

No commitments wers made vhich in mny way involvs Cli. Various offices
are gending materisls to the Special Asaistami Tor Maps, Department of
State, and follow-up correspondence will be made from that office to
several of tha contacts estahlished.

v

L. Attendance for profesziocnul perscnnal ia highly reccemsnded at
mestings, such as the Alesks Sclence Confersnce, that are Imowa tc be of
high substantive merit. The bensfits which accrus fvom euch contacte
are of contiming value and often provide opportunities that are extremaly
difficult to achieve through other channeis,

B. It is strongly recamondad that soms adequats cover story bo
devised for general use by CI4 personnel on conpletely overt missions.
Why ro% create some embi guous-scunding agenay - such as sa Intor-igency
Bureau of Plans and Programming - , give it & listing in the city phone
book with an outsids line feeding intc an office which could precess any
calls, and let employess describe their Jobs 1n the most appropriste
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fashion under given ciramstences? This would be far superior tc «lsims
of working ln the Departments of Deferse or State, about which mecst CIA
employees know too 1little to come up with intelllgent and convincing
tales, FPrevious experisnce cnsbled me on this trip to fabricats a very
plausible government conmsction, but I do not believe that the amaicyee
should be obligated %o devise his own cover. The Cover Branech advissd
me what pot to say, but did not have a clear-cui answer of what I should
say., Surely after more than 10 years, CIA should have same atancard
"front® so that this problem does not locm up ensw each tims an cvert
emplcyee sete out on a trip.

Chief, Wystern Hemisphers Branch
CGsography Division, ORR
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